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 THE COMMODORE’S BIT.  
 
        Speaking about crewing for Tom Dayes, somebody once said” It could be 
gale force winds, you’re clinging on for dear life and Tom is unconcernedly wan-
dering about in the back of the boat without a care in the world. How true this was 
when  we sailed from Burnham. 
 
I agreed to crew for Tom (yes he was desperate) on the last Saturday in Burnham 
Week and then sail back to Maylandsea the next day. 
 
Sunday dawned bright and clear with a light westerly breeze, giving us a nice run 
down the Crouch.before turning left and left again. At the Ray Sands Channel it 
started to get increasingly breezy while we struggled to stay out of the shallows. 
We had time to chat then turned left into Bradwell. And it got windy. And then wind-
ier. While I was clinging on for dear life and pretending to be absolutely fine, I sud-
denly realised that Tom was on the ‘phone to Annette-”Yes fine, how are you? 
Good. Yeah, I s’pose it is a bit breezy”.  Like he hadn’t noticed. Anyway, at one 
stage just off Bradwell we got a little close to a Stellar, whose helm imperiously 
called over and said to Tom, “Do you know what you are doing?” Tom replied “Er 
yes, I think so”. 
. 
When I got back from Burnham, I related my tales of derring-do to Gay who said 
simply, “Why didn’t you ring, Tom managed to”. I pointed out that I was a bit busy, 
but I must admit that it sounded a bit lame. 
 
Phil Spillane has made a brilliant video diary of the trip which he will try to put on 
the web site. 
 
So here we are at the butt end of the sailing season. It seems that we’ve either had 
no wind or too much wind( or perhaps I’m not just good enough to make the most 
of the weather) We’ve had some good sailing this year and some great events, not 
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events, not least of which was Family Week, expertly managed by Bill and his 
band of gypsies. We’ve raced Picos, Lasers, Sandhoppers, Europas, Kestrels,a 
Merlin Rocket and more besides. We’ve even broken a club record by getting all 
the Sandhoppers except one stuck in the mud. When I told my boss how we re-
trieved them at 9oclock on a Saturday night with a safety boat and a torch. He 
said “You did what?” and then checked the insurance. 
 
Once again a most enjoyable season. Despite our ups and downs, I can’t imagine 
there not being a Maylandsea Bay Sailing Club. – I love it. Which brings me to the 
AGM. Do please make every effort to attend– it’s only for a couple of hours. It’s 
your club so be there to support it. I’m not going to go on about how difficult it is 
for a small band of volunteers to run the club – you know that already. I will say 
however that we desperately need some help on the committee– a new  
commodore wouldn’t go amiss!. So please think about how you can help. As 
John F  Kennedy once said “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what 
you can do for your country”. 
 
Nigel 
Nigel Whiting 
Commodore MBSC. 

Mick and Pat Stokes.  
 
If you haven’t seen them 
around the club for a while 
it’s because they have now 
moved to Clacton. It was  a 
move that didn’t go smoothly 
but they are settled in now. 
They have been members  
since 1970. 
A lot of  us will miss seeing 
them around the club. 
We all hope that you’ll be 
very happy in your new 
home and don’t forget to 
come down and see us from 
time to time. 

THE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP RACE. 
14th October 2007  

 
It was one of those days with no wind or 
very little wind. There were three  
Sandhoppers out with helms represent-
ing their fleets. 
 
Nick Longshank crewed by Tom Dayes. 
John Primett crewed by Phil Spillane 
Ann Dyson crewed by Frank Levy. 
 
It was short course, only out to No. 4 
and racing marks within the creek  
because of the light conditions and a  
falling tide. 
 
1st Nick Longshank 
2nd John Primett 
3rd Ann Dyson. 
WELL DONE TO NICK  
 LONGSHANK  
 
CLUB CHAMPION . 
 

THANKS TO ALL THE  
MEMBERS WHO TURNED UP 
FOR THE WORK PARTY ON 
13TH OCTOBER. 
Mike Hopper 
Maintenance  
Organiser 
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FROM THE REAR COMMODORE 
TOM DAYES. 

 
We are coming to the end of the season and look forward to the 
WINTER SERIES and the ICICLE RACE on 6th January 20 08– start 10am. 
(Spread the word)  
 
I have enjoyed my season racing at Burnham, Thorpe Bay and of course the Black-
water  with a great sail back from Burnham after Burnham Week.. 
 
Many thanks to all the safety boat crews who turned up this year, 
 
Both safety boats are working well, with new steering cable on Stealth and  
radios working– Thanks to Mike Hopper. Thanks to Frank Levy for a fitting a new 
winch cable.  Please help to keep this new cable in good condition by  
ensuring that the cable is wound on correctly with no twists.  
 
In the new year I shall be arranging (If there is a demand) both first aid and  
radio courses. So if you are interested please contact me for details. 
 
There will be shortly  Health & Safety Register next to the telephone in the foyer . If 
you have been trained to handle the winch please  
sign your name in the book as a record. Thanks . 
 
I have an Instruction Book on Rescue Boat Safety and the correct Radio  
Procedure. So please feel free to contact me for advice and training. 
 
Your help is required at Work Parties. It’s not just the clubhouse and grounds that re-
quire maintenance but the sailing marks also need an annual paint and checking of 
the chains etc. We can always find a small job if you can only offer an hour. 
Just a quick reminder. The Prize giving is on  December 16th during the  
Christmas Party. Please make sure that your return your trophies before that date and 
PLEASE – Don’t forget to have them engraved and of course give them a good 
clean.  

 
HAPPY SAILING IN 2008.   Tom  Dayes.  

 While I was at the club last week, I was asked 
if I could provide a collection box for the RNLI. 
Some members have  expressed a desire to 
make a donation to the RNLI instead of send-
ing Christmas Cards. I will provide a box for 
the Christmas period but you can still donate 
even if you are  sending cards. Doreen. 
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A REPORT ON BURNHAM WEEK  
From Phil Spillane.  
 
(If you don’t know Phil,  he is our Sailing Secreta ry. If he’s not on the water 
you can spot him easily– he is the man with a lapto p tucked underneath his 
arm. 
 
 
This year I was persuaded by Tom to take part in my first Burnham week, and I 
am glad I did. Geoffrey and I knew we did not stand a very good chance of doing 
well knowing Sandy was not that fast or light and we would be on a river that I did 
not know. Everything was well organised except the wind and we were looking 
forward to the experience. The start on the first day was delayed for an hour due 
to the lack of wind but we eventually followed all the various classes down to the 
start keeping well clear of the line and taking in a wonderful scene. 
 Unfortunately there was another delay to our start because the wind kept drop-
ping causing the next class waiting to start to drift across the line with the outgo-
ing tide, but this was only 5 minutes this being the time between starts. 
 
 
 We got off well with the spinnaker flying but found it difficult with the wind often 
shifting 60 degrees something we would find was almost constant in every race. 
Gradually the other boats overhauled us but we kept up fairly well and eventually 
gained a place with a good tack before heading down the Roach.. The wind 
stayed pretty light with occasional gusts and the race was a long one even 
though they shortened it and we eventually found out there was no result be-
cause no one crossed the line before the 5pm the deadline. 
 
 Sunday’s race started on time with a little more wind, but it would shift more than 
90 degrees sometimes and die a way altogether. At one stage we went from last 
to almost first with the fleet keeping close to shore out of the tide we picked up 
some wind only 20 yards from boats that were drifting backwards, we followed 
the wind out in to the channel not wanting to lose it passing boats on a different 
tack with no wind at all but then we came unstuck as it died and we were again at 
the mercy of the tide and moved back to last place which is how we finished. 
 
On the bank holiday Monday conditions were quite good with a reasonable wind 
but with spinnaker problems and rounding a mark the wrong way we fell well be-
hind the rest of the fleet who were almost out of sight as we came up the Roach. 
When we came out in to the Crouch however we could see the fleet was split 
both sides of the river and struggling against an extremely strong tide. We de-
cided to keep to the south side as there seemed more wind and noticed that we 
were gradually making ground on the others who were often moving backwards 
when the wind dropped. It was a real struggle having to tack against wind and 
tide but we eventually got passed 2 boats to finish 4th taking risk on the way going 
inside a withy post.  
 
Burnham Week was a very enjoyable experience and very well organised and for 
some the fun continued through the evening with a great deal going on in the  
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town.  
I particularly enjoyed the sail back the following week-end which we managed in 
record time with strong winds all the way. I will certainly consider going next year 
and look forward to the Nationals being held there.  
 
 
Phil has also written about the SANDHOPPER OPEN.  T his account details 
some of the ‘excitement’ at Mundon when the water d isappeared .   
 
This event was disappointing this year with very light winds causing only two of the 
four races for each class to be run and only one boat managing to finish the sec-
ond Sandhopper race on the Saturday.  
 
The real fun started after the second race on the Saturday. The Sandhoppers had 
been struggling against the tide to get to the finish at Southey with only True Blue 
getting across the line the rest of us getting nowhere and not managing to finish 
within 30 minutes of True Blue. The hooter sounded and we all turned back know-
ing we were likely to need a tow. The rescue boat picked up Geoffrey and I in 
Sandy but as we got near Mundon,  Peter and Nigel went aground so we were 
cast adrift until we got stuck. We both went over the side to push the Sandy out in 
to the channel but meanwhile the rescue boat could not move Wight Sand so 
picked up the crew and came back for us and the other another Sandhopper drop-
ping the boats off at a cruiser mooring and taking us back to the club. On the way 
we found the other rescue boat aground on a bank off the yacht harbour with 
crews from three other boats Emma, Whisper and Freshsands. There was no 
chance of getting close and we only just managed to get in to the Yacht harbour. 
 
Some of those on the rescue boat walked across the mud to a dinghy which was 
dragged in to the channel and was just able to get to a fishing boat in the yacht  
harbour where the ladies faced the indignity of being dragged up the side but at 
least they were ashore. Tom, Peter Freshwater and Frank elected to stay in the 
boat until the next tide. 
Many of us stayed at the club having a beer and fish and chips awaiting the next 
tide so we could go back and get the boats which we did around 8:30pm by torch 
light.  
We would not forget this open for a while. True Blue won the Sandhopper open 
strangely enough. 
                                                                             Phil Spillane 
                                                                             Sailing Secretary a  
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PICO ROUND UP 
Thorpe Bay  
 
Mid July saw our annual challenge at Thorpe Bay Yacht club. We took 10 boats round 
to the club for 6 races over the two days on the Thames. Strong winds (25mph+) 
greeted us for the start of the racing on the Saturday. The wind and waves gradually 
dropped off as the tide turned making the beat in the last race a struggle. Nick Long-
shank, Bruce Deppe and Peter Dyson all each managed a third place, but the TBYC 
pair of Natalya Eyre and Isabel Duce score two 1st and a 2nd. On the Sunday the wind 
was more settled with Nick continuing his consistent finishing. No one could match the 
TBYC winning pair of Natalya and Isabel who scored another two wins to be first over-
all. 
 
Nick finished 6th overall, 3rd cadet helm followed by Peter and Bruce. As in 
 previous years we packed the mid field. Next year is back to Maylandsea to  
regain the Challenge Trophy. Thanks to all those who helped move the boats and trail-
ers round to Thorpe Bay. 
Pico Regatta  
 
Following Family week Bill and I ran a small regatta weekend for Pico’s. Twelve boats 
participated. We decided to run committee boat starts in Harlow Bay  
allowing for a beat for the first leg. Courses were either triangle/sausage  
combinations or windward leeward courses for something different from round the cans 
racing. Beth sailed out in the club Oppie to get a close up view of the Sunday races. 
 
Ollie Cook, Peter Dyson and Charlotte Wright were the top three. Prizes were awarded 
to the top six boats and the best starter,  Peter Dyson. 
 
Part way through the weekend we had a rules session following incidents we saw on 
the water. Port and starboard is fairly straight forward and the basically a windward boat 
keeps clear of a boat to leeward is also straight forward. The latter is something I didn’t 
probably explain fully is that in the windward situation (and in others) you have to 
“acquire rights first” – don’t simply sail to leeward of somebody and then expect them to 
move. Read the rule book for more details!! 
 
We trust that participants enjoyed themselves and thanks to Race officers and safety 
boat crews. Bill and I are thinking of something bigger and possibly  
combined with the TBYC Pico Challenge weekend for next year. 

Pico Sails  
 
The oldest of the Picos in the club are over 5 years old now – the sails are very tired 
and stretched and no longer work well. We have looked into prices for new replica Pico 
training mainsails – they come in at around £150 depending on  
supplier. Any takers so we can place a bulk order and seek discount?  Please contact 
me. 
‘Wilks’   Paul Wilkinson.  
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FAMILY WEEK  2007  
 
Yet another fantastic full and fun packed sailing week (and incredible value for 
money). Now having two young kids add “fraught and frenetic” to the description of 
the week!! 
 
The weather was kind and the wind blew (not too strong) when it needed too. The 
racing was competitive in both the dinghy and Pico fleets with Bruce Deppe  
making a good start in his Laser; taking full advantage of the lighter winds early in 
the week. We had managed to distribute our novice sailing guests through out both 
fleets, however Neil Raven decided to take John Giles as his crew and made a slow 
start to the week in his Kestrel. After doing an impression of “U boat” the two parted 
company for the rest of the week. Julie and Matthew Batchelor set the standard in 
Picos with little to separate Rob Giles and George Wright with novice Steven Ed-
wards as leading cadet. 
 
The Sunday night cheese and wine and Bingo set the standard for the food and en-
tertainment. Teresa keeping the masses quiet with the opportunity to win  
priceless Mayland money – the club was so quiet a seal and its pup played in the 
mud amongst the Sandhoppers. Strikes and spares all round at bowling – Gray won 
but my top speed was unbeaten at 23.01mph. The bus driver appreciated the sing-
ing. 
 
Bright sunshine on Tuesday but we had to wait for the sea breeze to kick in. The 
Pico’s went off down the creek to Lawling with the tide but struggled back to beat 
back against it. Anne Dyson with novice crew Michael Carter scored 3 straight wins 
with George getting the better of Rob. 
 
John Gile’s Mr Potato Spud Mud race was a great hit with all, the kids who just love 
the mud. With Beth on my shoulders I participated for the first time in 5 years, 
Katherine’s turn next year. “John’s in charge” is Beth’s recollection of the race. 
 
Katherine with a help from others ran games for the littluns – easily pleased with in-
flatable hurdles and buckets of water. Sailing started with a simple challenge for 
seamanship – to stop and touch a buoy and then sail backwards to a mark, all  
under control. Kim Brown in a Pico demonstrated the best control and won the  
Sapphire Cup for Seamanship. Katherine and I were deducted points for 
 practising – this was the first time Katherine had sailed in 3 years whilst being off 
having kids!! 
 
The wind had filled in for the points series racing, a bit shifty and gusting to force 4. 
The heavier Laser sailors (Chris Grice) started to eat in Bruce’s early lead series 
lead. In the Picos Julie continued to dominate but Rob made a significant move  
towards top cadet with a second place. 
 
Wednesday night was another noisy Challenge Night. The Ace Team, a mix of  
students and  grumpy old men lead by Lauren Grice won but they did admit to 
 using a map on the London bridges which is not within the spirit of the evening and 
I have deducted points which will be held over until next year. 
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Thursday, after a quick round of golf, to the last of the series racing, team races and 
chance for the crews to show off their helming skills. A short race to Mundon spit 
again saw Rob finish ahead of George to win the cadet trophy by a single point. 
 
The fleets met up at Mundon spit, which stretched the resources – the champagne 
ran out!!! Paul Gray organised the team racing which he only understands the con-
cept of using the rules to sail slowly. Tom, Annette, Ray and Barbara were working 
overtime in the safety boats acting as committee boats. It doesn’t help when the din-
ghy fleet sails through the Pico team racing fleet. 
 
In controversial circumstances Bruce finished the series with a 1st and 4th place; had 
he done enough to win the week or had Chris pipped him? 
 
Before the crews race Ollie provided us with the Turkey of the Week moment – have 
you bought a new wind hawk yet? With the wind dropping, the tide rushing out a 
slow reach back to the club ensued. Richard Carter and Lauren Grice 
 coming out tops of the crews. 
 
Dave Murphy ran a hotly contested music quiz followed the next morning by the 
Grays Maylandsea treasure hunt. The trees having stripped bare of leaves the 
strongest locusts were the R&W Wanderers. 
 
Pursuit cup racing – start times calculated by Paul Gray saw Sophie Landridge with 
Lauren Grice start first and were never headed to become overall pursuit champi-
ons. Peter Dyson in a Laser was catching those in front and avoided the Thames 
barge manoeuvring in the marina to win in the dinghy fleet. 
 
Now to the races of the week – the cadet run mum and dad’s race. Lasers for Dads, 
brightly coloured pink Picos for mums. With pride at stake the tension was high re-
sulting in the only general recall of the week – mums they’re just so eager! At the 
second time of asking away we went. The mums had a knitting pattern of a course, 
Julie Batchelor having not dropped a stitch to come home the winner. With reigning 
champion Steve Wright focusing on beating Micky Wright the two brothers missed 
the bigger prize and let Chris Grice escape to win. A event rare as hens teeth oc-
curred in the dad’s race - a Paul Gray capsize. 
 
With sailing finished, prize giving was followed by an excellent buffet (thank you  
ladies) and a party that did get going at 11:00 and continued till gone 3 with Karaoke 
and short tying. Don’t go to bed early at a sailing club!!. 
 
Well done to those who sailed especially to the fleet winners Julie Batchelor, Rob 
Giles and Chris Grice who beat Bruce Deppe by one point, but Bruce was the Over-
all Helm with the most number of wins in a series. 
 
A big thanks to the race officers, safety boat crews, volunteers and the committee 
for another fun week. Katherine and I have to look forward to at least another 18 
years of Family Weeks – thanks to those who looked after Beth and Daniel. Where 
will you be in 2025?   Wilks. 
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FAMILY WEEK  
RESULTS 

 
Cadet Pico Series - Commodores 
Points Cup                
1st       Rob Giles  
2nd      George Wright & Steven Ed-
wards*      
3rd      Sophie Landridge & Lauren 
Grice 
         
Under 27 Trophy                
          Sophie Landridge & Lauren 
Grice 
         
Adult Short Course (all Picos ) – 
Commodores Cup             
1st       Julie & Matthew Batchelor        
2nd      Anne Dyson & Michael Carter*  
3rd      The Grices 
         
Lasers  - Queen Mother Cup              
1st       Karin/Chris Grice - 133418        
2nd      Bruce Deppe - 162917      
3rd      Peter Carless - 189073     
 
Dinghy Handicap – Enterprise Phil 
Craft Trophy             
1st       Paul Gray & Richard Carter*
        Kestrel 1408 
2nd      John Giles       Finn  
3rd      Sally Gray & Gail Raven  Lark 
2005 
 
Overall Dinghy  Karin/Chris Grice – 
Laser 133418   9 points Dawson Me-
morial Trophy 
 
Overall Helm of the Week         Bruce 
Deppe – Laser         4 wins from 9 
races 
 
Crews Race               
Cadets     Lauren Grice    Crews 
Shield 
Adults     Richard Carter*       Albert 
Plate 
 
Team Racing    Rob Giles, George 

Wright & Steven Edwards*      Match 
Race Helm and Crew 
 
Seamanship      Kim Brown       Sap-
phire Cup 
 
Endeavour        Sarah Dyson    Bob 
Moylor Shield 
 
Pursuit Overall         Sophie Lan-
gridge & Lauren Grice – Pico 
         MBYC Pusuit Cup 
 
Pursuit Cadet/Dinghy       Peter 
Dyson - Laser  HBSC Parents Tro-
phy 
 
Scuttle      Sally Gray    The Scuttle 
 
Mums Race       Julie Batchelor
         Small “value for money” cup 
 
Dads Race         Chris Grice      Small 
“value for money” cup 
 
Turkey      Ollie Cook 
          
Mud Race  Peter Dyson 
 
Mr Potato Head Spud Race      Sarah 
Dyson’s Team   
 
 
 
WELL DONE TO EVERYONE WHO 
WON AND ALL OF THOSE WHO 
TOOK PART.  
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THE WINTER SERIES. 
 

4 DATES – 2 RACES EACH DAY 
 

SUNDAY  28TH  OCTOBER START 11.30 
SUNDAY 11TH   NOVEMBER          11.00 
SUNDAY 25TH   NOVEMBER          11.30 
SUNDAY 9TH DECEMBER               10.00 
 
Tell your friends. All in dinghy handicap with safe ty 
boat support. 
 Come down to watch the fun.  
 
        
 

BLACKWATER ICICLE  
 

This year MBSC are hosting 
the Icicle Race.  
 

6th JANUARY 2008. 
          

10 am START. 
Open event for dinghies. 

Good spectator sport 
 
 

CHRISTMAS 
PARTY. 

A warmer event than the 
Icicle Race!  

 
SUNDAY  

16TH DECEMBER 
AT 

12 MIDDAY. 
 

Bring a plate 
of food for the buf-

fet table. 
 

Father Christmas 
will be visiting and 
he leaves his sack 

to be filled. He likes 
names on each  

present. 

Some of the articles in the newsletter came 
with photographs. My apologies for not using 
them. Hopefully Phil Spillane will be able to 
display his Burnham Week photographs on 
the club notice board. 
Teresa Giles had already pinned up the many 
photographs from Family Week 



11                                                        Maylandsea Bay Sailing Club Mainsheet                                 October 

WE HAVE ALL  HEARD THE “H OW 
MANY PEOPLE DOES IT TAKE  TO…..” 
JOKES . 
 
Here is a slight variation on that. 
 
“How many boats does it take to  
rescue 2 crew from a Sandhopper?” 
 
A STORY FROM THE SANDHOPPER 
OPEN MEETING.. 
 
Two Sandhoppers were fighting the 
tide up the river to return to the club. 
One was under engine towing the 
other. Unfortunately the towing boat 
missed the deep channel and came 
to an abrupt stop on a mud bank. So 
2 Sandhoppers and 4 people were 
stranded.  
 
4 people stranded  
One of the safety boats  
approached with 4 people in it and 
took off the 4 Sandhopper sailors. At 
this point 8 people in the safety boat 
caused it to sink onto the mud. 
 
8 people stranded  
 
The second safety boat using the 
deep channel came as close as it 
could and 3 people walked/slid/
slithered through the mud to reach 
the 2nd boat. 
 
5 people stranded  
 
Then another brave soul approached 
the stranded safety boat in a tender 
and 2 women (Sandhopper crews) 
managed to take a few steps through 
the mud and clamber into the tender. 
At which point it was no longer 
afloat. So the ’hero’ who was rowing 
got out and dragged the tender 
through the mud. The 2 women 
 managed to get onto the safety boat 

in the now not very deep channel and 
motor alongside a large fishing boat 
that was on the far pontoon.  By this 
time there was no water left. The tide 
was well and truly out. The side of 
the fishing boat looked like a climb-
ing wall but without hand and foot 
holds. 
 
One of the women managed to 
scramble up the side and onto the 
deck. The second woman needed a 
lot of pushing and shoving to reach 
the gunwale. It was then necessary 
to walk across the boat and scramble 
down the other side onto the pon-
toon. 
 
3 people now stranded on the  
Sandhoppers on the mud . 
 
And this is where they remained until 
around 10pm that night. But they did 
have a packet of Polos and a bottle 
of water to share.  
 
Did you keep count? If you include 
the fishing boat, the 2 women needed 
5 boats to get them to dry land. 
 
The following day there was a  
beautiful and very large black mud 
imprint of a body on the side of the 
fishing boat. 
 
No names have been mentioned but 
you all know who the people were.  
Thanks to everyone who helped out. 
 
 
If you have any photographs or video 
footage of this event, particularly the 
scramble up the side of the fishing 
vessel, I can put you in touch with 
someone who will pay good money 
to see them destroyed.    
Editor 
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The cruiser members who use Bradwell Marina might f ind this 
article about the history of Bradwell interesting a s well as  
 informative  
 
Boating activities have probably been taking place from Bradwell Quay at the 
Waterside Essex since time began. Certainly there is evidence of a settlement 
around the Waterside area from early Medieval times. It’s known that a small 
hamlet continued around the Waterside into the post medieval period from 
where there is also evidence of a quay for Othona.  St Peters Chapel on the 
Wall at Bradwell is known to have been built in the 7th century on the remains of 
the Roman Fort of Othona.  This in turn will almost certainly have had a landing 
place. Apparently a Lime Kiln existed at Waterside in ancient times, suggesting 
that the Romans will have made use of Bradwell Creek and Waterside as a natu-
ral landing place. Perhaps organising the first quay in the shelter of the creek. 
 
Progress was made as time moved on, with it being recorded from as early as the 
13th century there was a working Quay at Bradwell Waterside. There had evolved 
quite a busy little port with the export of goods and the movement of people.  The 
working quayside together with the Lime Kiln, local Wool trade and Grain stores 
were the main focus for the development of the hamlet at Waterside.  Particularly 
as the main population had by this time begun to move back inland to the village 
as agriculture developed and the wealth centred on the land rather than the sea.  
 
Whilst the site remained a popular centre for trade it was still quite remote and so 
made an excellent location for free enterprise.  In fact as early a 1360’s local resi-
dents were accused of smuggling out wool. This occurred even before the con-
cept of customs & excise had begun.  Over the centuries Bradwell became notori-
ous for smuggling with the Chapel at St Peters and Pewit Island that forms Brad-
well Creek, being just two places to have been used for hiding contraband.  
 
As we know today, Bradwell Waterside is an excellent sheltered location within 
striking distance of the Dutch and Belgium coasts. So it’s not really surprising that 
the locals took the occasional cruise.  
   
Later, the smugglers would of course meet in the Green Man and plan their 
crossings of the North Sea, to Holland, Belgium and beyond. No doubt building 
up a little courage for the trip. So no change there.   
 
A first map of Bradwell Waterside was drawn in August 1774 after a survey by 
Sam Harvey. It seems there was some dispute over the erecting of two large 
buildings some 23 rods from the Water House (now the Green Man)  It looks as 
though they moved onto what was considered waste ground on the approach to 
the Quay. Probably on the edge of the salting as there was no sea wall in those 
days. There are some other buildings shown with yards which could be the site of 
the sailing centres staff accommodation blocks?  There was also a Granary  
 belonging to Mr Bull near or on the Quay, a Lime yard where the sailing centre 
yard now stands and another Granary belonging to Mr Kitcher further up the 
slope, just the other side of the Green Man. A Post Office at Bradwell Quay 
known to date from the 17th century is not shown in the survey map.  
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An earthworks Wharf was constructed around this time (on the site now occupied by 
Bradwell Quay Yacht Club and the Sailing Centre)  The purpose of the Wharf was to 
cope with the expanding trade, as regular trips were now being made to London 
with Grain, Hay, Wool and other goods. The returning sailing barges bought in 
mixed cargoes included Stone for sea walls and Chalk for the lime kiln.  
 
Later, horse manure as muck from London was a profitable return cargo, being 
brought back for fertiliser. An early form of recycling for the hay perhaps! 
 
The historic Barges, which we still see sailing on the Blackwater and Thames Estu-
ary’s where regular visitors to the Bradwell Creek taking and off loading cargo at the 
Quay and Wharf.  As the trade and settlement grew in tandem a shop appeared in 
the 1800’s as an expansion of the post office. With a Methodist Chapel being 
amongst further additions in the 1860s.   
 
A coastguard station has a long history at Bradwell. Perhaps something to do with 
its reputation for smugglers. The records suggest a station was established at Brad-
well Waterside from the early 1800‘s. The first building was set up at the Wharf 
where it is shown in a print of 1857, but appears to have been removed shortly after-
wards. Apparently they vacated because of its unsanitary conditions?   
 
Subsequently the row of coastguard cottages were erected on the edge of the salt-
ing.  However sometime late in the 18 or early 19 hundreds a new block of coast-
guard houses were built on the top road. In addition to being more spacious with a 
dedicated office, this also had the advantage of moving away from the salting on the 
edge of the creek.  The old cottages are now enclosed by sea walls that protected 
them from the creek and the comings and going of the tides. You get a very good 
view of these as you negotiate the Wibbly Wobbly Walk on the top of the (old) sea 
wall between the Marina and Bradwell Quay Yacht Club at Waterside.  
 
As we know the coast guard station is now situated in a very nice purpose built facil-
ity at the road entrance to Bradwell Marina. Ca 1980s 
 
The Bradwell Sailing Centre and Bradwell Quay Yacht Club occupy part of the site 
of the old Wharf with a second (new sea) wall affording protection.  
 
The Quay is still in place and with the slipway is used regularly by leisure sailors and 
fishermen. The sailing centre launch from the new slip and you quite often see 
yachtsmen beaching their boats on the old quay slip to clean the hulls of weed and 
barnacles. A practice that will have been taking place throughout the life of the 
Quay.   
 
Regrettably we no longer see the Barges visiting Bradwell Waterside.  
The creek is now full of small moorings which would hinder the passage and move-
ment of barges today, even with their diesel engines affording an iron topsail.    
 
Unfortunately a combination of neglect, time and tide has seen the erosion of the 
Quay. Since the 1960’s and subsequent to the building on the new slipway in 1957 
for the Power Station construction the erosion has accelerated so that the Quay is 
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now hardly recognisable as such. The timber and spoils structure has deteriorated 
to a point that is its now in danger of disappearing as the Historic focus of Waterside 
at Bradwell on Sea.    
 
Tony Comber 
Member Bradwell Quay Yacht Club  
February 2007 
My thanks to Tony Comber who sent me this article. He has requested that he 
would like to take copies of any old photographs of  Bradwell Quay that you-
might have. His article did include some maps and p hotographs  which I was 
unable to download for this edition. Maylandsea has  an equally interesting 
history but the development there stemmed from the ’Back to the Land’ move-
ment of the late 19C.  
 
 
 

KEELBOAT NEWS  
 
A report from Len Wright, the Keelboat Captain.  
 
As I mentioned in the May Edition of Mainsheet we all enjoyed the competitive sail-
ing with the two Alans, “Jackson & Wigg” in the Spring series, sailing ‘True Blue’. 
They eventually succumbed like the rest of us to ‘Wild Gull’ sailed by John Primett 
and Kevin Whittle.. 
 
So onto Burnham Week:  
 
Tom Dayes and Phill Spillane – ‘Emma’ and ‘Sandy’- represented  MBSC against 
four boats from Thorpe Bay. 
Some of the excitement   of Burnham Week evaporated due to lack of winds on the 
first Saturday, when no Sandhoppers finished within the time limit. Phil has written a 
report elsewhere in this issue. 
I enjoyed watching the 707 class National Championship and followed  Paul Grey’s 
boat ‘Beaver Hunter’ with it’s mainly MBSC crew. They did well and finished 4th out 
of a fleet of 23 boats. 
 
Now the bit that you have been waiting for – The Kestrel and Sandhopper Open – 
8th-9th September at our club which turned into a fiasco for the Sandhoppers. The 
Kestrel fleet were not so affected by the wind conditions – 1-3ish-  
 
With ten entries including ‘Little Wing’ from TBYC, the Sandhoppers all finished the 
first race at Doctor. The winner was ‘Emma‘, withTom Dayes at the helm and 
crewed by Bruce Deppe. 
 
By the end of the first race, the tide was about to turn. The start of the race was at 
Steeple. Ok so far but to get to Doctor and Southey on an ebb tide was difficult 
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to make any headway. The battle was on and to Bill Wright’s delight in ‘True 
Blue’’. he was the only boat  to finish as the rest of the fleet were out of time. 
 
By now the club moorings were nearly dry. With the aid of the two safety boats 
recovery of stranded boats became a quite a serious operation, many boats didn’t 
get back down the creek. No doubt some will register their grievances and re-
member the experience for ever. 
 
I am sure that “Three Men in a Boat”  never finished like this. I don’t want to risk 
saying anymore as I was back in the clubhouse having retired long before this. 
Thank goodness they all survived until the  next tide and were ready for racing on 
the following day. This time there was plenty of water but no wind and so all rac-
ing was cancelled. 
 
The prize giving was well attended, I haven’t seen so many people in the club for 
ages. Prizes were awarded with much applause. Chris Grice won the Kestrels in 
‘Chicken’ and Bill Wright  won the Sandhopper Trophy in ‘True Blue’. 
 
With the Autumn series and the Twilight series all completed for the year there is 
not much to say except “ Who is doing the Winter Series?”. 
 
Len Wright. 
 
Len was a wily old fox. While some of the Sandhoppers sat a few yards from the 
finish line gradually being washed back by the tide, he read the situation and 
turned back into the creek. Len  helmed the only Sandhopper that managed to  
return to the club moorings 

        This is new slant on the mud race during Fa mily Week.  
        How many pieces of Mr. Potato head can you 
find in the mud ? 
 This is not just ordinary mud. 
 This is mud that is delicately and gently  
marinated  twice a day in natural salted water. 
 This is mud that oozes.  
  This is mud that sticks like no other mud.  
This is the   blackest mud. 
 This is Blackwater mud. 
                                           Available absolutely  

free at  Maylandsea  

On the subject of mud. One weekday evening when the Sandhopper fleet were 
at the sailing club they saw people apparently walking on the mud. Obviously this 
caused some interest and after chatting to the men involved it was ascertained 
that they were researchers from a university looking at algae growth. They were 
wearing ‘Mudders’ which are clever boots designed to stop feet from sinking into 
the mud. The design was based on the feet of wading birds– the sole expanded 
when weight was placed on it to prevent sinking and the surface reduced when 
the weight was lifted to reduce suction. Do these boots spell the end of the Mud 
Race? At £100 a pair, probably not  
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NEW MEMBERS. 

 
We are pleased to advise that the 
 following individuals have joined the club. 
 

Tony & Gillian Abrahall 
Joe Bridger & Amanda Saywell (previous 

member) 
Alan & Beryl Bright  
(previous members) 

Ray Bush 
Phil Lewis (previous member) 

Elizabeth Nuttall 
Duncan & Denise Smith with Nicole & Robert. 
 
Please joining the committee in  
welcoming the new members (back) to the 
club. 
 
 
I would like to get in touch with Jenny 
Beveridge who was a member a few years 
ago. The contact information that I have is 
now out of date. If you have an address for 
her could you please let me know or alterna-
tively ask her to contact me. 
Thanks. 
Richard Lytheer.  Membership Secretary 
 
From Mike Hopper.  
 
Mike now looks after the maintenance of 
our club with the help of members at work  
parties and at other times when he and 
others have free time. He has asked that if 
you notice a job that needs to be done 
please tell him or a member of the com-
mittee. 
 If we don’t know about it, 

we can’t fix it. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HOT OFF THE PRESS. 
 

Family Week 2008  
 

Next year Family Week will take place  
 
 
 

MONDAY 28TH JULY 
To 

FRIDAY 1ST AUGUST. 
 
 

There will be early starts on the first two 
days but perfect for the rest of the week. 
This means more time for the PIMMS 
CLUB than there was this year. 
 

DON’T FORGET TO BOOK YOUR HOLI-
DAY EARLY SO THAT YOU DON’T MISS 

FAMILY WEEK.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fun for all the family 
Social Events 

Sailing for all– experienced, novice and abso-
lute beginners. 

Family Week is an excellent time to get to 
know other club members . 

 
 
 
 

MUD, GLORIOUS MUD. 
My apologies if there are 
 numerous references to mud in 
this issue but you had to be 
there to appreciate it.   
Editor 
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None of the Burnham Week 
 accounts have mentioned John 
Giles and his crew who raced in 
Class 5 in his cruiser, “Delta Lady”. 
He had a good week with a good  
result. 
On the first day of the winter  
series “Delta Lady” broke her moor-
ing and drifted off down the river. 
She ended up on a bank and as it 
was a high tide John was able to 
 recover her with the help of his son 
Robert.  
John was still smiling  
after the recovery. 

 THE LAST WORD. 
My usual thanks to everyone who 
contributed.  It’s heavy on keelboat  
news but this group of sailors are the 
ones who send me articles. 
We have a club full of interesting  
members who do unusual things. How 
about writing up some of your tales for 
Mainsheet?   This is me after losing half 
of this edition of Mainsheet on my PC. 
 

         Doreen Levy 
         Editor 
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