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MAINSHEET 



 

INCLUDED IN THIS MAINSHEET. 
 

From the Commodore 
The Club Champions Race 

Report from the Maintenance Committee 
The AGM 

The Sandhopper Twilight Auto Start Series 
The Laying Up Supper. 

THE LAST WORD. 

Even though it is the last word (and I don�t want 
to admit to this)  I don�t have anything to say 
 except �Thank goodness this Mainsheet is fin-

ished�  Oh! and  
Have a Happy Christmas. 

Regards  Doreen 

 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY. 
Family Week 15th � 19th August 2005 
 



THE GALLEY. 
At the AGM, Bill Wright who is responsible for the 
galley, asked if members would like him to stock 
any different foods or sweets. So  if you would 
like to have something different 
after sailing , please get in 
touch with Bill.  

 
 

LAYING UP SUPPER. 6TH NOVEMBER. 
 
We only managed to sell 37 tickets � 

not even reaching our target of fifty. Nevertheless 
it was an excellent evening. Kerri provided the 
food and Legacy provided the music. Paul Hoppper 
and  
Bianca looked after the bar for the evening. 
It was good to see some of our newer members 
there and we hope that you continue to support 
our functions. 
 
A note of apology to the winner of the last raffle 
prize � 3 sponges!  MBSC really isn�t that mean. 
The sponges were intended to go with the bottle 
of car wash and not as a separate prize. OOOPS. 

FROM THE COMMODORE. 
 

It has been a funny old year, culminating in the AGM at the 
beginning of November. Soon it will be Christmas and soon 
thereafter we will be launching again. They do say the 
years go more quickly as you get older. 
 
We had a great season with the class racing, fierce and 
competitive, as it should be. It really was good to see our 
cadet fleet in action with so much enthusiasm. Then there 
was the Twilight Series � a fantastic innovation from Len-
Wright. Paul Wilkinson has worked very hard this year in an 
impressive series of training events. This really is an essen-
tial activity in promoting the work of the club. 
 
Once again your committee has been very active behind 
the scenes� they are the lubrication that keeps the club 
running. As I�m sure you�ve noticed, an enormous amount 
of maintenance work  has taken place, orchestrated by 
Frank Levy and Peter Freshwater. In the area of publicity 
we have seen much good work over the year. Thanks to 
Paul Ballard our relationship with the yard next door has 
improved by his dogged and determined efforts. 
 
Unfortunately, vandalism has again become a problem 
which is very sad. We did catch some of these people in 
the act of �borrowing� a couple of tenders one evening and 
we responded fairly robustly. It does seem a little quieter 
at present.   
 
 



Peter Freshwater (who has done an outstanding job of edit-
ing Mainsheet�) has stood down and Doreen Levy is taking 
over (including the green eye shade and the elasticated arm 
bands.) What we need is articles about sailing. So come on 
you lot. 
 
All in all. There continues to be a good spirit of fun and co-
operation in the club. However, it is not all good news. Just  
7% of the membership get involved in maintenance, family 
week, other socials and various activities that keep the club 
going. In the long tern it is simply unsustainable and we des-
perately need some more members coming forward to help 
 
Have A Great Christmas 
Nigel Whiting. 
 

GET STICKING WITH THE STICKERS. 
 

Your boat/s in the dinghy park should be displaying 
a sticker to show that you have paid Dinghy Park 
fees. If you have bought or sold a boat please let 
Neil Raven (Dinghy Park Officer) know and also the 
Membership Secretary (Gaye Whiting) so the new 
details can be added to the membership list.  
If you have lost your sticker please ask for a new 
one when you renew  in January and pay for 2005. 
Thanks 

 

 The TWILIGHT 
 SERIES  

TROPHY. 
Designed and made by 

 Peter Saywell 
 

Hope to see more of 
you next year, Peter. 

Len didn�t  mention the wonderful sight of the 
�starter� dashing down the race box stairs, run-
ning down the ramp and then 

 rowing out to his Sandhopper in great haste 
in order to rig and be ready (all in thirty 
minutes). 
 minutes. 

main very competitive and we are so fortunate to have 
twelve Sandhopper owners who are all keen to race and 
are such good sports and companions both on and off the 
water. 
 
Best Wishes for a Happy Christmas and Happy Sailing in 
2005. 
 
Len Wright 
Keel Boat Class Captain. 



THE SANDHOPPER TWILIGHT AUTO START SERIES. 
 

A report from Len Wright. 
 
On a happier note from my club  championship race report 
I am very pleased with the response to the introduction of 
this new series for keelboats. As you already know from the 
programme, this series is run on Saturdays when the tides 
are late in the day. Five out of the six races were well sup-
ported, weather conditions ruled out the other race. Hav-
ing the club open on a Saturday night was appreciated by a 
number of members who came down to sail their dinghies. 
 
My thanks to Peter Saywell for making and donating the 
new Twilight Trophy and also remember that it was Peter 
who designed and made the automatic starting equipment 
which is set up to allow 30 minutes from setting to the 
start signal going off. 
 
As I remember there was one finish which could have been 
a dead heat but without a race officer who could really 
tell?  However the result was cordially agreed at the Natter 
& Nosh night which followed on the next Wednesday. 
 
Well the boats are in winter storage now and we have had 
the Laying Up Supper. A very successful event thanks to the 
organisation put into it. 
 

 
Looking back over the year, John and Kevin have not had it 
all their own way. The only trouble is that they are diffi-
cult to beat on their current form however all the races re-

THE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP RACE. 
Sunday 17th October 2004 

       A report from Len Wright. 
 
 

Having just read Brian�s �A Way of Life� and 
bearing in mind Doreen�s plea for copy for 
Mainsheet, I will record a �A Way of Life of a 
Keelboat Captain� and recall the Club Cham-
pionship Race. 
 

Four Sandhopper owners had their boats rigged and ready 
for sailing but who were the competitors? Nobody seemed to 
know who had won the various class series. Who was going 
to compete? John Primett was the overall Sandhopper win-
ner. I looked around and spotted some likely looking candi-
dates and encouraged them to enter. 
 
 
The course was up, a race Officer in the box . The competi-
tors were:-  
John Primett winner of the Sandhopper Class. 
Ann Dyson representing the Picos 
Peter Dyson representing the Pico Cadet fleet 
Peter Harris representing the Slow Handicap class. 
 
At Spit Buoy some confusion occurred when  Mike Stokes 
crewing Peter Dyson replied to �No water� to Anne�s call for 
water. 
  
 

 

THE RACE BEGINS 



 and Peter shut out his mother by veering across to the buoy 
which resulted in a light collision. To stave off any argument 
Anne and I decided to do a 720 degree turn and by now the 
others were yards in front. The course was a simple one � 
the distance mark was No. 6 and it was twice round. 
At the end of the first lap Peter Harris retired with a split 
Genoa, so three of us were left. Approaching Steeple Buoy I 
checked the echo sounder which displayed 2 meters and 
suddenly �bonk�, we were stuck on a pimple with deep wa-
ter round us, a lee shore in a 3-4 wind and by now it was 
raining buckets and had turned quite cold.  I said to Anne, 
�No panic, we�ll get the main down�.  I thought that we 
might have floated off but I was an optimist. We were still 
stuck. Anne suggested using the outboard engine. My opti-
mism had waned a bit by this time and I said that I didn�t 
think it would start but we put it on anyway and sure 
enough it didn�t start. (Did I turn the petrol on?) By now the 
tide had turned and the  other Sandhoppers passed by on 
the other side of the creek. What to do now? Anne waved 
frantically but to no avail. 
Just then Anne spotted the dredging tug from the boatyard 
(whose pilot responded to Anne�s help signals). His mate 
threw a massive line to us and soon we were afloat and 
towed into deep water. I express my sincere thanks to them 
for their assistance. 
So with the mainsail re-hoisted we were now OK and on our 
way back when John Primett in the Harlow safety boat  
 
 

NEXT ISSUE 
 
An account of how 
the Commodore�s 
Sandhopper was 
sunk at the 2004 
Nationals.  
 
More 
 sailing  
reports 
needed. 
 

 

 
A WAY OF LIFE 

By 
BRIAN DARBY. 

 
A BOOK ABOUT HIS  

EXPERIENCES SAILING OVER 
THE PAST FORTY FIVE YEARS. 
 
AVAILABLE FROM BRIAN DARBY 
         £8.50P  + £1.50 P&P  

145 LOWER ROAD 
HULLBRIDGE 
ESSEX SS5 6BH 

TELEPHONE 01702 231895 
 

SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER. 
 

Come down to Maylandsea to watch the 
sailing and help us put up the Christmas  
Decorations. 



     

        THE EDITOR�S BIT. 
 
After editing  �Mainsheet� for three years 
Peter Freshwater has stepped down. In an 
insane moment I offered to take the job on. 

I am now regretting this offer. Things are not going quite to 
plan. I have a new camera and intended this issue to be full 
of photos from the Winter Series and the Laying Up Supper. 
Well I had the camera with me but hadn�t read the instruc-
tions properly. This explains the absence of photographs. 
Perhaps the next issue? 
 
You will notice that Mainsheet has a different format. If you 
haven�t noticed please make an appointment with your opti-
cian. I knew that Peter would  be a tough act to follow so I  
decided to �do it my way�. But I shall be asking for help and  
advice from him. 
 
I am now repeating Peter�s  usual request� please let me 
have copy for the Mainsheet. (Perhaps you would like to 
write a piece about the Christmas Party for the next issue.) 
Cadets this could be  good project for one of you. What  I 
really need is sailing  
reports.You�ll be hearing this request again � I�m sure of 
that. 
 
Please send any copy to me:- 
Doreen Levy  
27 Kings Road                           Telephone 01621 773679 
SOUTHMINSTER CM0 7EJ           
Email  doreenlevy27@aol.com   
 

 
came to check on us ( Thanks John)  So now we have a 2004 Club 
Champion� John Primett. For me, I wish that I hadn�t bothered 
to organise it. It was a spur of the minute decision. I could have 
stayed on shore and opened up the bar!! But then that is a bit 
defeatist and that is not really me. 
 
Len Wright. 
 
 

For new members: 
The club championship race is competed in Sandhoppers. 
In this way the winners of the various classes compete on 
equal terms, in boats of the same class. The Sandhopper 
fleet winner is not allowed to use his own boat. The boats 
are rigged by their owners and it is the owner who usually 
acts as crew. 

  A WAY OF LIFE 
Book Launch 

My thanks for the support given after the AGM at my book 
launch and to those of you who requested a copy of my 
book by post. I am pleased to report that sales are going 
well, which is good for me and the club. As many of you 
know, the club features well within the covers. I have 
 another launch to come and an interview on Essex 
 Radio�s  �Tea For Two�. You can be sure that I shall men-
tion the club again!   BRIAN DARBY 



 
IF I HAD A HAMMER???? 

 
Many thanks to all the members who helped at 

the various work parties throughout the year. The one on 
February was particularly cold and I really felt for those of 
you who were up  a ladder in the cold onshore wind.  
Over the year we achieved a huge amount thanks to 
 everyone�s hard work. People only notice when the grass 
is not cut, the ramp green and the windows dirty. People 
just don�t notice when the grounds look cared for.  
 
On one occasion the 
 Commodore�s car was 
parked a little too close 
to the man on a ladder 
with the tin of black paint and found that his car had de-
veloped �Dalmation Spots�. I think that it was resolved 
without too much  hassle.  
The    porch has been  undergoing a refurbishment. There 
are now new lights, a new ceiling, fresh clean walls, a 
new window and back panel and very soon (I hope by the 
time that you read this) a new storage unit for the usual 
first aid equipment etc. 
 
The windows that were damaged during a spate of vandal-
ism have been replaced as has the front veranda door and 
side panel. The area around the veranda has been  

The commodore is  
spotted in the car park. 

STOP PRESS. 
MBSC MOVES CHRISTMAS. 

The Christmas Party has been changed to 
12oc on Sunday 19th December. 
I t’s a lovely occasion so don‘t miss it. 

. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                             

 

 
 

A NOTE 
FROM 

SANTA! 

I leave my sack in the 
galley ready for you to 
fill with your  children’s 
 presents. Please wrap 
and label them.  

Please br ing  a plate of 
food for the buffet table. 

Sandwiches 
Savouries/Quiche 

Sausage Rolls 
Crisps 

Cakes/Mice Pies 
Desserts 

Usual Xmas Buffet food. 

Adults un-accompanied by 

children are welcome!!  



AS IT�S THE PANTO SEASON-  MBSC  
OFFERS Not New Lamps for Old but NEW 
KEYS FOR OLD! 
A new door has been fitted in the club-
house. So if you have a key it will no 
longer fit 
Peter Freshwater has already written to 
everyone. He will exchange your old key 
for a new one and provide extra keys if 
 required. 

A COMPETITION FOR ALL CADETS AGE 11 AND 
UNDER. 

Draw and colour a picture of Father 
Christmas in a boat instead of a sleigh and 
bring it to the Christmas Party. Put your name 
and age on the back. There is a prize for the 
best           picture. 

Improved and concrete wash-down area extended.  
 
There is always a long list of jobs waiting to be done so I 
hope to see you at the next Work Party in 2005. The club 
will provide refreshments and drinks throughout the day. 
 
 
 
 
The grass and the ramp are always an ongoing task. If you 
have spare 30 minutes while you are at the club, the lawn 
mower is in the garage as is the trolley with the power hose 
for the ramp. 
                        Please help if you can! 

                                        Frank Levy 
                                        Maintenance. 

FREE LUNCHES AT THE SAILING CLUB 

A NEW MEMBER. 

Welcome to Beth, the  
daughter of Katherine &   
Paul who at two months old 
is our youngest Infant Cadet.  



AGM 7th NOVEMBER 2004 
 

The AGM was the day after the Laying Up Supper and if 
there were any hangovers, they were well hidden. 
 
Just ten minutes before the start of the meeting there 
were not enough people in the room to constitute a  
quorum. Fortunately this was resolved just after  
11 o.clock. Needless to say the attendance was small and  
most of the members were those who attend every year. 
But it was most pleasing to see four of our newer  
members attending. 
 
As in previous years there were some committee 
 positions that could not be filled� Vice Commodore and   
 Social Secretary. At one stage during the meeting, our  
sailing club did not have anyone prepare to stand as Rear 
Commodore and as 
Sailing  Secretary. In ef-
fect this meant that no 
one would be responsi-
ble  for organising club 
racing and general sailing.  This was a matter of obvious 
concern. This was resolved when Tom Dayes offered to 
stand as Rear Commodore. 
 
The Sailing Secretary job is a tough one� preparing and 
collating the programme, allotting duties, compiling race 
results and ensuring on race days that there the Race Box 
is manned and that there are crews for the safety boats.  
 

Who will be organising the 
racing? 

Boats. In short, organising the events that we all joined 
MBSC to enjoy. This year different people have taken 
on different aspects of the job. 
Bill Wright is compiling the programme,  Steve Tanner 
is collating the race results.  
 
The Social Secretary position has not been filled. Is 
there anyone who would like to have a go at the job 
for 2005? You could do a �job share�. It�s not too de-
manding. It entails organising the Fitting Out and Lay-
ing Up Suppers. Over the years these have become in-
creasingly more casual and laid back. The Christmas 
Party is an easy one to organise as there is no food to 
worry about � the members bring that. In the summer 
there is usually a quiz night for one of the open events. 
I have organised a couple of these events and have 
found that there are people happy to help and it�s 
been fun working with 
them. Please think about 
it. 
I can provide you with a list 
of willing helpers. If you 
would like to know more, 
ring me on 01621 773679 
Doreen Levy 

We need a Social  
Secretary. Job Share  
possible 

Can you offer a new perspective 
on this  job? 


